
When Faith is Displayed 
Luke 5:12-16 

 

 

 

• Luke 5:12-16 

Boy, doesn’t look like a whole lot does it 

But these are the passages I really love 

Reading the Bible is nothing like “Let’s Make a Deal” where there might be nothing behind the 

curtain 

When I come across passages like this, I know and trust there is great depth below the surface 

I just need to come to God and listen to the depths of His heart 

This passage is recorded in 3 out of the 4 Gospels, with Mark having most of the detail 

 

Set the Scene: 

Well, let’s start to dig in and just set the scene a little bit 

Jesus has just really begun His healing ministry 

And just when that gets going, He pulls away by Himself to pray and get perspective 

AND CONFUSES EVERYONE IN THE PROCESS 

The disciples are thinking, “Man, we just got business flowing, where are you?” 

But Jesus let’s them know His real purpose is to teach and preach the Gospel 

So He comes down a mountain side, and enters into the cities around Galilee 

And while is in the heart of one of these cities, teaching in their synagogues 

A man “with leprosy comes up to Him, falls before Him, and asks to be healed 

Jesus obliges the request, touches the man, and He is instantly healed of his plight 

Jesus in one of the Gospel renditions STERNLY WARNS HIM” to tell no one 

Which of course like almost everyone else, he completely disregards 

And in his uncontrollable excitement blabs it everywhere 

And this is the last time Jesus can reside in a city of any kind 

From here on out, He would enter a city, teach, maybe heal, and get out of dodge 

 

Seems relatively straightforward, so you know it isn’t! 

 

Let’s lift the hood as it were and take a deeper look at what is going on 

And see what might possibly be here for us this morning 

Reading your Bible is really about learning to actively listen to God 

To learn to open the EARS OF YOUR HEART, to see what God might specifically have for you 

Less pray and ask Him to do this for each one of us this morning! 

 

Want to camp on 3 specific phrases this morning, and examine them in more depth 

To see the first one, let’s flip over to Mark’s rendition of the story 

• Mark 1:40 

 

1. Came to Him 

 

Luke just assumes it and jumps right into the fact that He saw Jesus 

To see Him, he had to have come 



And at this point, if you have no knowledge of leprosy and the Old Testament perspective, you 

might be thinking, wow, why are we camping on this! 

 

In the Old Testament, in the Levitical law, which was the law given to the priests to administer 

There are 2 full chapters dedicated to how to determine and then deal with issue like leprosy 

Most commentators do not believe chapters 13-14 of Leviticus deal only with leprosy 

But with any communicable skin disease 

And kind of like God’s dealing with pork and unclean meats, He also has a very specific way of 

ensuring these skin diseases were not spread throughout the community 

Many believe that 13-14 also include things like scoryicis, and even social diseases with similar 

outcomes – not just leprosy, or Hansen’s disease as it is modernly known today 

 

Mary Ann Dayco 

 

And although this man seems to have no shame concerning his being leprous because he goes up to 

Jesus rather than slip around from behind which many others did (e.g. hemorrhaging woman), this 

is DEFINITELY not be a safe assumption. 

 

a) leprosy ranged from white sores all over the body to running sores to missing digits 

on the feet and hands 

b) It generally involves a numbing of the skin first, thus cuts would be incurred mostly 

on the hands and feet, go totally undetected, get infected, and grow worse, gangrene 

sets in causing deformity 

 

And in Leviticus 13, if a sore broke out, they were required to go and see the priest 

And the priest was provided very specific instruction in determining whether or not it was leprosy 

If they were diagnosed with leprosy, after a period of waiting in quarantine to see if it would spread 

of go away, they would be pronounced unclean 

 

Lev. 13:45“As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head 

shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46“He shall 

remain unclean all the days during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his 

dwelling shall be outside the camp. 

 

Now, back to our statement, “AND A LEPER CAME TO HIM” 

This is not just some small statement 

This man was totally ostracized from the community 

He most likely looked deformed and horrible 

He lived TOTALLY isolated from human contact and personified SIN to the people 

And here he comes, walking out of his isolation, into the heart of the city, and right up to Jesus 

And on top of all this, HE WAS BREAKING THE LAW TO EVEN COME 

Can you imagine the feelings of shame, and guilt, and fear this guy must have felt 

  

"I was very much scared to show the clawing of my hand."  

Geta, age 12  
When Geta (not her real name) was five, she began to lose feeling in her hands and feet. She had 

leprosy - the same disease that had destroyed her father's fingers and toes. 



Ashamed, she hid her crippled fingers from family and friends. Her deformed hand made it hard for 

her to work around the house and wash clothes in the river for her family. 

"I was very much scared to show the clawing of my hand," she says. "I used to cover my hand with 

my shawl all the time in order to hide it." 

Slowly the fingers on her left hand started to claw, too. 

Soon fear got the best of Geta. She told her mother about the disease.  

Her mother took her to a village healthworker who advised her to take the child to the leprosy 

hospital. 

Finally, when Geta was 11, she received the treatment she needed to be cured of leprosy. Now she's 

having reconstructive surgery on her hands so they won't be damaged for the rest of her life. 

Even though the visible signs of leprosy will be gone, Geta still experiences emotional pain. 

"My brother and sister did not love or care for me after they came to know I have leprosy," she says. 

"I was not allowed to sit or eat with them. They thought it would have been better if I was dead 

rather than having leprosy.” 

 

And to that the social stigma of the Hebrew law and people that you were ceremonially unclean 

And anyone who even came in contact with leper was also considered unclean 

There must have been unbelievable shame (the desire to hide one’s self for fear of rejection) for this 

man.  

Can you imagine...your so shameful you are put into a separate part of the community so as not to 

“affect” the masses.  Your weird, abnormal in today’s vernacular. 

And as he came they were most likely throwing rocks at him all the way in, and then running in fear 

 

And look back at Luke 5 

• Luke 5:12 

It says he was FULL of leprosy = HEAD TO TOE 

 

Oh what pain this man must have felt.  Alone, ashamed, worthless, dirty, weird. 

 

And I think it might be safe to sayis feelings of rejection also must have applied to God 

It is almost impossible to experience rejection in this world and not apply it to God at some level 

If you experience people convincing you that you are insignificant, meaningless, not unique, dirty 

or shameful...you will also assume God is the same 

 

And in the midst of the emotional, physical, and spiritual pain and shame, he makes a move 

He comes to Jesus!!! 

And he says,  

“IMPLORED Jesus” = to beg, THAT”S NEEDY 

“IF YOU ARE WILLING” = really if you want to 

“CLEAN” = mentioned twice...really really make me clean, acceptable, worthwhile, healed 

 

And what does Jesus do? 

Let’s camp on our second statement 

2. Stretched out His Hand and Touched him 

 

Notice, Jesus is the one to extend Himself to the man.  



The words “put out His hand” are the greek word ekteino which literally means “to stretch out and 

extend.”   

The man came to Jesus for help, but Jesus didn’t just rock back in His chair and say, come 

forward...intensifying the man’s fear.  He knew the man was afraid, and hurting, and Jesus’ natural 

response was to alleviate his fear.   

And as if this wasn’t a strong enough image, the words is stated twice...ekteino ekteino.  

Jesus would do anything to make to this man comfortable, to convince him there is absolutely 

nothing inside us that is so shameful that we he cannot come to him 

He goes out of His way to make him feel comfortable. 

And Mark 1:41 says that Jesus was moved, greatly moved with compassion when He did it.  Total 

affection. 

 

And HE TOUCHES HIM 

This has always struck me as weird…WHY DOES JESUS SO OFTEN TOUCH PEOPLE to heal 

He does this all the time 

And in the very next story, CENTURION SLAVE HEALING FROM AFAR 

I dream of Jenie or Bewitched 

 

Jesus desired to do more than just heal him physically as if that wasn’t enough 

He wanted to heal him emotionally as well 

Jesus knew his physical and emotional need to be touched and is happy to meet it...after all, He 

made him that way.  

The words “touched him” comes from the Greek words “cheir haptomai” which literally means “to 

grasp the hand and attach ones self.”  
It is different than other uses of the words for touch in the New Testament. 

 

This isn’t just touching the man as little as possible.  That might actually be expected right?  

He’s unclean.  But Jesus has absolutely no recognition of this man’s outward appearance, or stain, 

or shame.  

Jesus loves this man, He is comfortable with this man, and it is as though He has been reunited with 

a lost friend.  

Jesus reaches out, totally extends His arms, grabs him in an affectionate way, and pulls him to 

Himself, in a clutching hug...so tightly it says they are attached. 

And He breaks the law in doing it 

 

Holding Brian 

 

Jesus was absolutely thrilled to cleanse him.  

The word for willing is “thelo.”  It is stronger than to choose or be willing, but it literally means 

delighted.  

Jesus not only loved and totally accepted this man, but you get the sense He couldn’t wait to do 

it...like He had been waiting for the chance to hug this man and be his friend and helper. 

 

And the last statement to look at: 

 

3. Go and show yourself to the priest 

 

In Lev. 14, there is an elaborate process by which the priest was to pronounce a healed leper clean 



 

• 2 birds, one killed under living/spring water, second with cedar, hyssop, scarlet thread, 

dipped/free 

• Bath, shave, wash clothes and BE CLEAN 

• 3 lambs for 

- sin and burnt offering – burnt and totally consumed before God as a satisfaction 

- guilt and wave offering – waved before the Holy of Holies, the very mercy seat of God and 

prsented to God as totally clean, and holy, and set aside by God as a vessel for the Kingdom 

• take the blood, place on right ear lobe, thumb, and toe – WASHED CLEAN FROM HEAD TO 

TO 

• take the oil representing the very Holy Spirit of God, ear, thumb, lobe 

 

You see the leper was not only excluded from the camp, but from worshiping God 

The birds restored him relationally with his family and friends 

And the lambs restored his worship with God 

 

WHY ALL THIS DETAIL? 

When Jesus heals, He REALLY HEALS 

And He loves doing it 

He restored this man PHYSICALLY, EMOTIONALLY, and RELATIONALLY 

 

So what does this have to do with us? 

In Lev. 13, there are 2 amazing little statements that keep coming up over and over again 

 

DEEPER THAN THE SKIN 

TURNS THE HAIR ON TOP OF THE SKIN WHITE 

 

I think this is at the heart of our own maladies 

 

What disease do you carry around that goes deeper than the skin, so deep that it affects the 

outside responses? 

WHAT IS YOUR UNRESOLVED PAIN? 

 

What shameful thing have you either done, or has been done to you, that has driven you into 

isolation? 

What guilt of your past plagues you that you have chosen to simply stuff? 

We unfortunately can operate a long long time on a low level of pain, but we shouldn’t 

Jesus says, Am I willing, are you kidding…I am literally DIED TO HEAL YOU 

I want to restore you physically, emotionally, and spiritually 

But YOU MUST COME 

 

A) Are my reactions to something in particular bigger than what the situation calls for? 

B) Do I have habitual things or addictive cycles in my life that I cannot seem to resolve? 

C) Do I avoid specific situations/discussions because they might go to a place of hurt? 

 

Come to Me, all who are burdened down by life… 


